SCIENCE, LIBERTY AND PEACE
Centralized finance begot centralized industry, and in due
course the profits of centralized industry increased the
power of centralized finance, so that it was able to pro-
ceed ever further in the direction of completely centralized
production and distribution.
The centralizing of industrial capacity in big mass-
producing factories has resulted in the centralization of a
large part of the population in cities and in the reduction
of ever-increasing numbers of individuals to complete
dependence upon a few private capitalists and their man-
agers, or upon the one public capitalist, the state, repre-
sented by politicians and working through civil servants.
So far as liberty is concerned, there is little to choose
between the two types of boss. Up to the present, state-
controlled enterprises have been closely modelled upon
those of capitalist big business. Nationalization has not
stopped short at land and natural resources, nor have the
land and natural resources been nationalized with the
propose of giving individuals or co-operating groups free
access to the means of small-scale production, personal
liberty and self-government. On the contrary, die objects
nationalized include, besides land and natural resources,
the tools of production, and that nationalization has been
undertaken with a view to strengthening the state (that is
to say, the politicians momentarily in power) against its
subjects and not at all with the purpose of liberating in-
dividual men and women from economic dependence
upon bosses. But economic dependence upon bosses is
always bad, because, quite obviously, it is not easily re-
condlabk with local and professional self-government or
with civil and personal liberty. Democratic institutions
are likely to work best at times and in places where at
least a good part of the citizens have access to enough